
        

 

 

 
 

Feeling Tremendous Gratitude for our School Community 
 

Dear Loker School Community,  

 

I hope that you are enjoying this beautiful late spring weather. It is difficult to believe that, including today, 

there are only four days left in the 2018-19 school year. I am enormously proud of our Loker School 

students who consistently demonstrate our school core values, PRIDE, (Personal Best, Respect, Integrity, 

Determination and Enthusiasm). It is so nice to hear visitors to the building share how kind, respectful and 

hard working our students are which shows your children’s great character in caring about the thoughts and 

feelings of other people. Our school is also consistently known for being excellent audiences during music 

performances, school meetings, cultural enrichment productions and other special events, which also 

demonstrate this respect for others. The joy and inspiration that the Loker faculty and I receive from your 

children is very meaningful and we are so pleased to work with each of them. 

 

I must also express my tremendous appreciation for the Loker faculty. I am grateful for all of their hard 

work in developing safe, collaborative and experiential learning environments where students are actively 

constructing their academic and social knowledge. I am inspired by their dedication, enthusiasm, creativity 

and expertise towards educating our students and one another. It is truly a pleasure to call each member of 

the staff a colleague and I look forward to continuing to grow our school with them. 

 

Similarly, I would like to celebrate the Loker Elementary School Class of 2019, which is the first class to 

participate in all six grades from kindergarten to fifth at the new Loker Elementary School. They are a very 

special group of students who excelled in many areas including their recent 5th grade play, “Another 

Opening, Another Show” which exemplified the core concepts of kindness, inclusion and friendship along 

with demonstrating determination in pursuing one’s dreams. This is a collective group of students who 

represented our school in such a positive way both inside and outside of the school. They are responsible 

with continuing and building our student newspaper, The Loker Weekly, re-starting Chess Club, being 

thoughtful and reflective participants on the Loker Student Council, developing service learning projects 

such as for Wolf Hollow and “Why Not Devin”, raising money to purchase a recycling bin for our 

backfield, achieving great success in Wayland Public School Foundation Spelling Bees and being leaders 

within our Green Thumb Committee in supporting our school garden and other environmental initiatives. I 

know that this special class of students is ready for middle school and I look forward to hearing about all of 

their future accomplishments. Team PRIDE Forever!  
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I also want to express my sincere gratitude to all of the parent volunteers who have supported our school in 

classrooms, the art room, the library and on field trips. In addition, the PTO has been extremely supportive 

in organizing so many special events such as our Family Partnership Conversations (Technology Safety, 

Self-Regulation Strategies and Leading Conversations with Children on Race and Culture), Loker Movie 

Nights, Loker Family Partnership Program, Staff Appreciation Week and Staff Meals, Book Fairs, 

Backpack Auction, Cultural Enrichment Performances and 5th Grade Activities. I also want to 

acknowledge our PTO Administration, Co-Presidents, Caroline Higgins and Giselle Shardlow, Vice-

President, Claire Castagno, and Treasurer, Kerry Kauffmann, for their commitment and tireless work ethic 

in helping lead our school community. As a faculty, we feel a strong partnership with our families and are 

grateful for all of your support. Our school would not run nearly as smoothly without your dedicated 

support! 

I also want to recognize two retirees, Happy Hollow Principal, Jim Lee, and Early Childhood Coordinator, 

Gretchen Lutz. Over the last decade, Jim and Gretchen have been tremendous mentors and partners in my 

work within WSCP, Loker Kindergarten School and Loker Elementary School. Their child-centered 

approaches, expertise and collaborative skills were tremendous and will be sorely missed by the school 

district. 

 

Looking ahead to next week, Move Along Day for all students entering first through fifth grade will take 

place on Monday, June 17th from 10:15am-10:45am. Within this day, students get an opportunity to meet 

next year’s teacher, see next year’s classmates and visit their future classroom. You will also receive an 

electronic packet on that day with all of the pertinent information regarding your child’s future classroom 

including a class list and teacher letter. If you have not done so already, please make sure that your Home 

Access Center Account has been created in our student information system, eSchool Plus, so that you can 

receive this information. Next year’s first grade Spanish Immersion will also join us for Move Along Day 

in coming over from Claypit Hill along with any newly enrolled students who will be joining Loker next 

year. Similarly, we will also have the fifth grade “Clap-Out” at 1:50pm on Tuesday, June 18th, which is our 

final day of the school year. Dismissal on the final day of school will occur at 2:05pm. 

 

With regard to the summer, families frequently ask me about how to best support their children over the 

summer. I would strongly encourage you to read to/with your children daily, have them write detailed 

reflections about summer adventures, explore literature that explores another culture, have deep 

discussions about moral dilemmas that you encounter or observe and challenge them to partake in at least 

one random act of kindness each day. Similarly, when you see license plates from different states, engage 

your children in discussions about the location of that particular state. Likewise, when children make 

statements, do not hesitate to ask them ‘why’ to foster their growth in expressing themselves articulately 

with specific reasons. They are also very talented opinion writers so encourage them to write opinion 

letters to people who can bring about positive change. Likewise, I would recommend putting the screens 

away and having the children spend as much time as possible outdoors whether that is a play date, visit to 

the park or summer trip. 

 

I hope that all of you have a wonderful summer! As always, I welcome and encourage your feedback so 

please do not hesitate to contact me at Brian_Jones@wayland.k12.ma.us or at (508) 358-8603. I look 

forward to seeing you in August! For those families moving onto Wayland Middle School or moving out 

of Wayland, you will certainly be missed and please come back and visit! You will always be considered a 

part of Team Loker! 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian Jones 

Loker School Principal 
 

  

mailto:Brian_Jones@wayland.k12.ma.us


 
 

SECTION 2:    NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS 

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

Grade 1: 

Students learned what Binary Code is and how it is a series of on and off or 1 and 0’s.  We 

used this information to make binary bracelets using the first letter of their name in binary 

code. We have also reviewed our year looking back at all we have learned and what were 

some of our favorite lessons. Students had 

fun using the Osmo and the fun apps that go 

along with it! 
 

 

 

Grade 2: 

Grade 2 students also got a chance to learn about 

Binary Code and that all computers use it.  We created 

binary bracelets using the first letter of their name in 

binary code. We have also reviewed our year looking 

back at all we have learned and what were some of our 

favorite lessons.  Students also had an opportunity to 

use the Osmo in class too! 
 

 

Grade 3:  

The third grade had so much fun using the Osmo with the 

iPads and various apps that were used such as Numbers, 

Tangrams, Newton, Pizza Party, and Words. They also had an 

opportunity to use their block programming with a new board 

called an Adafruit. 
 

Grade 4:  

 4th grade students finished their Animal Habitat projects using 

ChatterPix.  They are ready to tell you all about their animal and 

facts that they learned! 
 

Grade 5:  

Grade 5 students have been busy working with Google Draw for their 

Biography projects. Students also learned all about QR Codes- how to 

create one and how to incorporate one into their Biography projects, 

providing more information in a unique way!  

 
 



NEWS FROM THE LOKER ART ROOM! 
Have a great summer! It’s been a very active and productive year in the art 
room. The students have explored new materials and learned new skills and 
techniques. I am continually amazed at their openness and eagerness to learn. 
 
 

1st & 2ND Grade: Flower Chalk Drawings 
The first and second graders have practiced their observational drawing skills by 
studying and drawing Sunflowers in the Classroom. They traced their drawings with 
white glue and when it dried the students used chalk to color in their drawings. It is 
interesting to explore new methods in the art room while practicing multiple steps. 

   
 
3rd Grade: Weaving! 
 

The third graders have been enjoying circular weaving the 
art room. The lesson began by painting and preparing the 
looms. Once it was time to begin weaving, some students 
faced challenges but through perseverance they all 
mastered the art of weaving. There was a sense of 
accomplishment and satisfaction in the art room! 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
4th Grade: Bodies in Motion Sculptures & MFA Field Trip 
What a great time at the MFA!! The students were engaged and in awe of all of the 
artwork in the museum. Thank you to all the parents who volunteered. 
In the art room, the 4th graders have been working very hard on their bodies in motion 
sculptures. They began the lesson by learning how to draw a body in motion. They 
then translated what they had learned into sculpture by using tin foil and tape which 
they later covered in plaster and paint.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
5th Grade: Another Opening, Another Show! 
Biography Portraits 
What a talented group of Fifth Graders! After working very hard on props and 
decorations for the 5th grade play, the students began their biography portraits. 
  



 

LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 

 
Kindergarten 

Kindergarten students have been continuing to work on steady 
beat and are now learning about the difference between beat 
and rhythm.  They have made wonderful progress matching 
pitch and have learned lots of new songs and singing games this 
year!  I am so proud of their hard work!  
 

1st Grade 

1st graders did a great job learning basic rhythm combinations this year, and have gotten many 
opportunities to play classroom instruments to accompany songs and stories.  We have explored the 
concept of “high vs. low” pitches a lot through playing the xylophones and with listening games.  
They had a great year!      
 

2nd Grade 

2nd graders did a project on Peter and the Wolf, where they got to create their own story books!  We 
listened to the music and learned about the different instruments of the orchestra.  A favorite game 
to review instrument families was Shiver Me Timbres.  They have also made huge strides in writing 
and playing complex rhythms this year.  What wonderful progress they made!  
 

3rd Grade 

3rd graders had a fantastic culminating experience in their recorder study when they performed the 
Recorder Concert for friends and family on June 12th.  Students prepared all of their concert music, 
and many students got to accompany the recorders on percussion instruments.  They sounded 
amazing and I am so proud of them for an amazing performance!   
 

4th Grade 

4th graders have been listening to and making music from all over the world with their Passport 
Project.  Each week, we have “visited” a different country and learned about it’s culture and music.  
Then, we listened to and performed dances, songs, and games from that country!  After the visit was 
complete, students received a stamp for their passport from that country.  Countries we have studied 
include Mexico, the Netherlands, and South Africa.    Their enthusiasm for learning about the music 
of other cultures was truly inspiring!  
 

5th Grade 

5th graders had the culminating experience of performing the 5th grade play together, Another 
Opening, Another Show.  Students spent countless hours preparing their lines, practicing music, and in 
full group rehearsal preparing for this momentous event.  They worked together as a team to make 
this production the best it could possibly be, and truly embodied Loker’s values of PRIDE.  I am 
blown away by their determination and they will surely be missed next year!   
 

3rd Grade Strings 

3rd graders had two incredible final performances of the year at the Spring String Thing morning and 
evening concerts.  It is remarkable to hear the progress they have made, from the beginning of the 
year when they didn’t even know how to hold the instrument, to now when they are playing dozens 
of songs and playing in three-part harmony!  I am so proud of the hard work they put in preparing 
for these concerts and wish them all the best for continued musical success next year!   



 

 

 

It’s hard to believe the year is coming to an end - it has been such a 
privilege teaching and reading with all your children this year.  
Before I get into my class updates, I wanted to give a summer reading 
plug! All classes were able to hear from the Wayland public librarians 
who shared information about the summer reading program and 
book talked many great books that are available at the library. More 
information about the summer reading program can be found here.  
If you are looking for more recommendations, check out this list from the Wayland 
elementary librarians. Our combined list includes fiction and nonfiction choices across all 
reading levels. 
For rising 4th and 5th graders, have them check out the MCBA list! This program launched 
at Loker last year and gained momentum this year. All students have to do is read 5 books 
off the list between now and March 2020 to be eligible to vote in the contest. Summer 
reading does count, as does listening to audiobooks or reading aloud with a parent or 
sibling. I will be trying to make my way through the list this summer, too, so I can provide 
recommendations in the fall.  
On to the grade-level updates since the last newsletter:  
 
Kindergarten – In conjunction with National Poetry month in April, we talked about 
rhythm and rhyme in poetry and practiced identifying both in familiar books like Brown 
Bear, Brown Bear by Bill Martin and Eric Carle. Kindergartners had fun creating their own 
class books using this book as an inspiration. Check out their work here! (Ms. Abrams and 
Ms. Wyner). We also talked a lot about favorite books, and got pumped up for summer 
reading! We finished off June with some favorite summer stories.  
1st Grade – We circled back to nonfiction to close out the year. We reviewed the KWL 
method for conducting research (ask your students what the letters stand for) and then 
conducted a short research project using animal books from the library. Students had the 
option to share their research with the class.   

LIBRARY  HAPPENINGS: 

https://waylandlibrary.org/children/great-reads/2019-childrens-summer-reading-program/
https://sites.google.com/a/wayland.k12.ma.us/hhlibrary/summer-reading
http://massachusettschildrensbookaward.blogspot.com/2019/05/massachusetts-childrens-book-award.html
https://youtu.be/kjvQ03_aveo
https://youtu.be/5aYLxOHT6Eo


 
 
2nd Grade – Students reviewed the parts of the story (character, setting, problem and 
solution) and practiced finding all these story elements in several read alouds over the last 
few weeks of school, including Julius, the Baby of the World, Thundercake, The Stray Dog 
and Caps for Sale. We finished by writing and illustrating stories of our own.  We wrapped 
up the year with some fun summer “bucket list” stories, including The Little Red Fort, 
Froggy’s Lemonade Stand and Goldfish on Vacation.  
 
3rd Grade – We finished 
up reference tools with a 
fun atlas activity where 
3rd graders tried to find 
where Carmen Sandiego 
was hiding by figuring out 
clues in the atlas. We 
finished up the school 
year with a chapter book 
read aloud that classes 
voted on. Ms. Furey’s 
class heard The One and 
Only Ivan and Mr. 
O’Connor’s class heard 
the Fabled 4th Graders of 
Aesop Elementary.   
  
4th grade – Fourth-graders rolled right from their States projects to researching their 
Animal Adaptations projects. We spent several library classes conducting research with 
both books and websites to complete their research packets and learn all about various 
adaptations for their animals. We also continued with book trailers, using a new tool, 
Powtoon. This was a new tool for everyone (myself included!) and they really showed 
perseverance figuring out how to create their trailers. Check out the 4th grade class page 
next week to see some of the finished products.  
5th grade – 5th graders proudly showed off their Passion Projects - presentations we heard 
from included Grizzly Bears, Turtles, the Violin, Italy, Alex Morgan, Rick Riordan, Guinea 
Pigs, Top Running Backs and many, many more. 5th graders did a great job on their 
projects and will hopefully carry some of the research skills they learned into middle 
school. We finished up the year focusing on their Biography projects.  
 
Have a great summer! 
 
Anne Powell 
Loker Librarian 
  

https://www.lokerschoollibrary.com/4th-grade.html


 

 

I can’t believe how fast the end of the school year went!  We were able to pack in the 
majority of things that I planned this year, but I wish we had time for more… without 
going past June 18th of course!  I am going to petition for PE every day next year, just 
to fit everything in.   
 

Field Day was awesome this year, I am really happy with how things turned 
out.  Thanks again to all of the parent volunteers that were able to contribute, you 
guys rock.  Also, thank you to Mr. Jones, who allowed me to change the format this 
year.   It is so worth it, seeing the smiles on all of the students’ faces as they participate 
in a relay race or are about to get soaked in drip, drip, drop! 
 

I am very happy with our Loker PE school year as a whole, and I am already planning 
ahead to next year.  I am going to tweak some of my plans and as always, I am looking 
to add some new activities.  I have a couple of classroom management ideas that I am 
really excited to try as well.  With that being said, I am also really excited for summer 
break, and look forward to playing with my family.   
 

Take care, have an awesome vacation! 
 
Mr. O  
 
 

  



 

SECTION 3:      
HEALTH ROOM NEWS!  
 

                                                                  
 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS FROM THE HEALTH ROOM 
 

IF YOUR CHILD HAS MEDICATION AT SCHOOL:  ALL medications (prescription and/or over 
the counter) need to be picked up the last day of school (June 18th), by a parent or 
designated adult.  Medications not picked up will be discarded per policy. 

MEDICATION REMINDERS FOR SEPTEMBER: 
New medication orders (prescription and/or over the counter) are required for each 
academic school year, and will be necessary for the start of school, September 2019. 
These orders need to be signed by BOTH a parent and licensed prescriber. Forms can be 
downloaded from the School web page under “For Families/Health Services/Health Info & 
Forms”. Medication must come in the original container with the pharmacy label 
attached.  Over the counter medications must also have a physician’s order. Please be 
mindful that medications should not expire during the school year. 
 

ATTENTION RISING 4TH GRADE PARENTS: 
Please submit your child’s most up-to-date physical (dated Aug 18-Aug 19). An updated 
physical is REQUIRED on all students in order to attend 4th grade in September as per 
MDPH regulations and Wayland Public School policy.  

Most importantly, THANK YOU to the PTO, parents, and all of the Loker staff for your help 
and support this year. It has been a pleasure working with your children and sharing in 
their elementary journey.   

Have a great summer! 

 
Jennifer McLeod, RN 
508-358-8614 
Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us  

mailto:Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us

